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Overview 

ÅMACPACõs role 

ÅProgram basics: design, who it covers, what 

it covers, financing and delivery system 

ÅHow we got to here  

ÅPerennial policy issues 
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MACPACõs Role 

ÅStatutory authority at Ä1900 of Social 

Security Act 

ÅAdvise U.S. Congress on Medicaid and CHIP 

policy 

ÅReports each year March 15 and June 15 

ÅComment on HHS reports and regulations 
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Commissioners 

Å17 Commissioners representing: 

Å different roles relative to Medicaid and CHIP 

Å geographic diversity 

ÅAppointed by GAO 

ÅServe 3 year terms 
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Who Medicaid Covers 

ÅOne quarter of the U.S. population for at 

least part of the year -- 72 million ever 

enrolled 

Å44 percent of births nationally  

Å>16 million aged and disabled, including 10 

million dually eligible for Medicaid and 

Medicare 
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$456 Billion 

Å 15.1% of U.S. health care spending 

Å 7.7% of federal outlays  

Å 14.8% of state-funded state budgets, 23.7% of 
total state budgets  

Å 61% of national spending on long-term 
services and supports  

Å 26% of national spending on mental health 
and substance abuse treatment 

November 21, 2014 7 



November 21, 2014 8 



Program Design 

Å Entitlement to individuals (some federally  
mandated, others at state option) 

 

Å States run day-to-day operations and make policy 
decisions within federal parameters 

 

Å Administered at federal level by Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 

 

Å Spending is claimed by states; no appropriation 

 

 

 

November 21, 2014 

 
9 



Non-Disabled Adults and Children 

Non-disabled adults age 19-64 

Å Parents 

Å Pregnant women 

Å New adult group (incomes below 138% FPL) 

 

Non-disabled children under age 19 

Å Some Medicaid coverage funded with CHIP 

dollars 
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Aged and Disabled 

Individuals age 65+ and those under age 65 
with a  disability determination 

 

Most eligible through receipt of Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 

 

States may cover additional individuals: 
Å poverty level (up to 100% FPL) 

Å medically needy (high health care spending) 

Å special income level (need institutional care) 
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Dual Eligibles 

Å About Ĳ receive òpartial benefitsó: Medicaid only pays 

Medicare premiums and cost sharing 

 

Å About  ¾ receive both assistance with Medicare and 

full Medicaid benefits (Medicare is primary payer) 
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Medicaid Enrollment Versus Spending, 

FY 2011 
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