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Agenda

ÅAgency background

ÅOverview of clinical decision support (CDS)

ÅCDS challenges and opportunities

Å!IwvΩǎ /5{ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ
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HHS Organizational Focus

3

Biomedical research to 
prevent, diagnose, and 

treat disease

Population health and 
the role of community-
based interventions to 

improve health

Long-term and system-
wide improvement of 

health care quality and 
effectiveness

CDCNIH AHRQ



AHRQ Mission

To produce evidence to make health care safer, 
higher quality, more accessible, equitable, and 
affordable, and to work within HHS and with 

other partners to make sure that the evidence is 
understood and used
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How AHRQ Makes a Difference

ÅAHRQ invests in research and evidence to 
understand how to make health care safer 
and improve quality

ÅAHRQ creates materials to teach and train 
health care systems and professionals to 
catalyzeimprovements in care

ÅAHRQ generates measures and data used to 
track and improve performance and evaluate 
progress of the U.S. health system
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AHRQ Health IT Mission

To produce evidence about how health IT can 
make health care safer, higher quality, more 
accessible, equitable, and affordable, and to 
work within HHS and with other partners to 

make sure that the evidence is understood and 
used
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Health IT Research

ÅCurrent health IT research portfolio
ïApproximately 125 active grants

ïApproximately $126 million across all grants and 
project periods

ïRange of mechanisms and sizes

ÅWide spectrum of topics
ïClinical decision support

ïMobile health and telehealth

ïHealth IT design and implementation

ïHealth IT safety
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Clinical Decision Support (CDS)

ÅLong history of AHRQ investment in CDS
ïResearch and evidence
ÅCDS Demonstrations (2008-2013)
ïClinical Decision Support Consortium

ïGuideLinesInto DEcisionSupport

ÅInvestigator-initiated CDS research (many)

ïTools and training
ÅLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ /5{Υ !ƴ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ 
ï/5{ άCƛǾŜ wƛƎƘǘǎέ όOsheroffet al.)

ïMeasures and data
ïάeRecommendationsέ όнллф-2011)

ïQuality Data Set (2009)
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https://healthit.ahrq.gov/ahrq-funded-projects/clinical-decision-support-consortium
https://healthit.ahrq.gov/ahrq-funded-projects/guidelines-decision-support-glides
https://healthit.ahrq.gov/ahrq-funded-projects/clinical-decision-support-initiative/chapter-1-approaching-clinical-decision
https://healthit.ahrq.gov/ahrq-funded-projects/structuring-care-recommendations-clinical-decision-support
http://www.qualityforum.org/Publications/2009/11/Health_Information_Technology_Automation_of_Quality_Measurement__Quality_Data_Set_and_Data_Flow.aspx


CDS Evaluation
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Guideline Transformation
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